
Welcome to WebChat with Minnesota Adult Education!

•We’ll begin at 1:00.

•Please stay muted to reduce background noise.

•If you are having any tech issues, please chat to 

Wendy Lindblom for assistance.

Check-In Discussion (introduce yourself and 

enter responses in the chat):  

● How is your program celebrating Adult 

Education and Family Literacy Week?



Recording Today’s Session
The recording will be posted on the Literacy Action Network website.



Welcome to
WebChat with MNABE

Wednesday, September 16, 2026



Agenda
● LAN Sponsor Message
● Announcements
● Grants and Funding
● Transitions
● Program Performance
● High School Equivalency
● Upcoming PD
● Fall Manager Meeting
● Questions



Adult Education Team @ MDE

Brad Hasskamp, State Director

Astrid Liden, Professional Development

Hailey Swanson, Grants, Records, and Admin 
Support

Jodi Versaw, Program Quality

Julie Dincau, Transitions

Neill Allard, Records, Communications, and 
Admin Support



Sponsor Message



3 Step Outreach Plan
Contact 1: Introduce yourself and share why Adult Ed is 
important. Invite your representatives to your site or to get 
coffee offsite.

● Deadline: before September 30

Contact 2: Congratulate your representatives on their election 
and express how much you look forward to working with 
them to promote Adult Education.

● Deadline: end of November after the election

Contact 3: Remind your representative about the importance 
of Adult Education as they head into session.

● Deadline: January 10



Once a year educators from all over 
the country join together with adult 
learners, community partners, 
business leaders, legislators, and 
friends of adult education to amplify 
their successes! COABE has 
developed a calendar of activities, 
resources, and so much more! We 
cordially invite you to join your 
colleagues as we celebrate national 
Adult Education and Family Literacy 
Week.



2027 Open Positions
• President Elect (3-year term)
• Treasurer (3-year term)
• Membership & Marketing Chair (2-year term)
• Legislative Co-Chair (2-year term)
• Volunteer Engagement Chair (2 year term)
• Professional Engagement Chair (2-year term)
• Summer Institute Chair (2-year term)



Announcements
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Thank you, Adult Education Staff and Volunteers!

How are you celebrating National Adult Education and Family Literacy Week?



State-supported Distance Learning Platforms for 2026–27

❖ Edmentum - Edmentum Courseware, Exact 
Path, and Apex (Pointful CTE courses)

❖ Elli
❖ MobyMax 
❖ Northstar Digital Literacy 

Learn more about these state-supported 
options as well as popular free and commonly 
purchased platforms!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14vjkRxYMG7y7L-Zwd6_uIg2EL4S9Sghg2murnDf7jiU/edit?usp=sharing


Edmentum Courseware, Exact Path, and 
Apex (Pointful CTE courses) Training and PD
● Level Up with Edmentum: Strategies and Pro Tips to Make the Most 

of Courseware, Exact Path, and Apex — Recording
● Edmentum Courseware Training for Teachers — Wednesday, Sept. 

16, 2:30–4:00 PM
● Edmentum Exact Path Training for Teachers — Thursday, Oct. 1, 

2:30–4:00 PM
● Virtual Office Hours with Edmentum & DL Team Staff — Fridays 

10–11 AM — October 23, December 4, March 5, May 14

State-Supported and FREE for you to use!

Registration links above; will also be on the ATLAS Events Calendar.

https://youtu.be/IYfmSH3kgUU?si=vvRwZW3fTmHVhfrv
https://literacymn.my.salesforce-sites.com/training/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a21PM0000040a7dYAA
https://literacymn.my.salesforce-sites.com/training/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a21PM0000040aArYAI
https://literacymn.my.salesforce-sites.com/training/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a21PM0000040aE5YAI
https://atlasabe.org/events/


Training and PD for Teachers
& Reports Managers (Site Admins)

● Training for Ellii Reports Managers — Learn about NEW 
reporting features that make it much faster and easier to 
access Ellii data for entering DL proxy hours in SID. Recording

● Make Your Life Easier with Ellii! — Tips and tricks for teaching 
with Ellii — Friday, September 25, 10:00–11:30 AM

State-Supported and FREE for you to use!

Registration links above; will also be on the ATLAS Events Calendar.

https://youtu.be/QsYpDVbDlOM?si=Sk2xNzKQuByFcugc
https://literacymn.my.salesforce-sites.com/training/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a21PM0000040a1BYAQ
https://atlasabe.org/events/


Remote Assessment Hub

The Hub provides:

● Scheduling and reminders 
● Free testing
● Trained Proctors
● Completed test 

information and reports 
sent to program contact

Did you miss the info session at 
the  ABE Summer Institute? 
Check out the session 
recording!

Eligible Students

● CASAS tests only (now including pre-tests for students 
who have completed enrollment and have a SiD ID!)

● All ABE/ASE students 
● ESL students must be NRS level 4 or higher
● Students must meet eligibility detailed on Remote 

Assessment Hub website

Program Responsibilities

● Make referral to the Hub — provide requested info 
● Provide student with information preparing them for 

testing remotely
● Ensure students have the appropriate technology needed

https://youtu.be/Fylm9CLV_pE?si=duZPNSh68s5PBXmX
https://youtu.be/Fylm9CLV_pE?si=duZPNSh68s5PBXmX
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/services-1
https://www.mnabeassessment.com/services-1


Volunteer Needs Survey

Help volunteers find your program!!

Literacy MN (Kelly Rynda) sent an email 
to volunteer coordinators on 9/13 with 
a request to respond to a volunteer 
needs survey.

Responses will be used to recruit and 
place volunteers with adult education 
programs that need them.



Grants and Funding



Federal funding updates

Minnesota received a Notice of Award 
for 2026–2027 funding for Federal 
Adult Education and IELCE grants. 
MDE accesses the funding through the 
U.S. Department of Labor’s grant 
systems. 

Federal funding for 2027–2028 has not 
yet been passed by Congress. 
Congress plans to address next year’s 
funding after the November elections. 



Statewide Adult Education Funding

26–27 funding:

● State: $58.2 million
● Federal: $6.4 million
● IELCE: $1.0 million

25–26 funding:

● State: $55.7 million
● Federal: $6.1 million
● IELCE: $1.0 million

24–25 funding:

● State: $54.4 million
● Federal: $6.4 million
● IELCE: $1.1 million



Contact hour rates for 2026–27 funding

State ABE funding: $9.25

Federal ABE funding: $0.86

Remember: Contact hours are 
important, but are not ultimately the 
goal — student success is the goal.



Update on statewide contact hours

Initial statewide decrease in hours = -13% 

Contact 
Hours May June July Aug*

Total 
(May–Aug)

2025 426,633 267,526 270,045 175,426 1,139,630

2026 349,367 258,728 226,379 153,125 987,599

* Note that Aug 2026 hours are likely undercounted



Grants and Finance: Common Terms

Fiscal year (FY): July 1–June 30

FY26: July 1, 2025–June 30, 2026         Ended in June

FY27: July 1, 2026–June 30, 2027  Current year

UFARS: Codes for fiscal reporting that must be used by grantees. Examples:

FIN 322: State Adult Education/ABE Funds

FIN 438: Federal Adult Education/ABE Funds

FIN 801: IELCE Funds



Fall 2026: Key Finance Tasks — FY26 funds

Finance tasks for FY26 funds:

● Optional Carry over any unused FY26 State ABE funds (FIN 322). 

● Submit final reimbursement requests for FY26 Federal ABE funds (FIN 

438) in MEGS

● Submit Closeout Report for FY26 Federal ABE funds (FIN 438) in MEGS

● Submit FY26 Final Fiscal Completion Report by Dec 15*

* watch for email with blank report in mid-October



Up to 20% of state funds can be used between July 1 
and Sept 30 of the following fiscal year (“Quarter 5”).

When carrying over funds in this way, be sure they 
are course coded correctly with UFARS codes. 

The course code for FY26 funds is 006. This code 
should be used for expenses that occurred between 
July 1 and September 30, 2026 but are being charged 
to FY26 funding.

Key Finance Task: Carryover FY26 state ABE funds (FIN 322) 

New tech? 
Project?



Course codes to use for carryover (FIN 322)

FY26 = 006
FY27 = 007
FY28 = 008
etc.

UFARS course codes for carryover



Key Finance Task: Request Reimbursement for FY26 federal funds (FIN 438) in MEGS

● Please check with your business office to make sure reimbursement 
requests have been submitted for all FY26 FIN 438 Federal Adult 
Education funds in MEGS.

○ If there are remaining funds, request reimbursement as soon as 
possible!



● The final step in the FY26 process in MEGS is to submit a closeout report.
● All reimbursement requests must be processed before the closeout 

report can be submitted.
● Closeout report is available now.

Key Finance Task: Closeout Report for FY26 federal funds (FIN 438) in MEGS



Key Finance Task: FY26 Final Fiscal Completion Reports 

Mid-October: FY26 Final Fiscal Completion Reports 
will be emailed to fiscal agent contact (by Hailey 
Swanson)

**Districts complete audits of ALL education 
funding by Dec 1**

Dec 15: FY26 Final Fiscal Completion Reports due 
back to our office (email to Hailey)



Example Final Fiscal Completion Report

Example 



Fall 2026: Key Finance Tasks — FY27 funds

Finance tasks for FY27 funds:

● Create budget for FY27 Federal ABE 

funds (FIN 438) in MEGS.

○ Budget tile is now available.

● Submit reimbursement requests for FIN 

438 funds quarterly in MEGS.



FY27 FIN 438 funds: Payment Request Schedule

Recommended payment request schedule:

 

● October 30, 2026, for all expenses from 
the start of grant to September 30, 2026

● January 29, 2027, for all expenses from 
October 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026

● April 30, 2027, for all expenses from 
January 1, 2027, to March 31, 2027

● July 15, 2027, for all expenses from April 1, 
2027, to June 30, 2027



 The first year of the 
grant ends September 
30, 2026.

 
 Amended OGANS 

should be sent out by 
the end of September.

Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education 
Grants (IELCE)



Transitions



Career-Focused and Specialized Online Statewide 
Classes

● Prep for Nursing Entrance 
Exam

● Paraprofessional
● Citizenship
● Microsoft Office Specialist
● English Skills for College 

Success (College Prep)

● Personal Care Assistant

● Community Interpreter
● Intro to Basic Medical 

Language for Interpreters
● OSHA
● CDL Permit
● Workplace Health and Safety

More information on Career-Focused and Specialized Online Statewide Classes 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pryVJJFVK_xLI4Lw0Ss0EByycVBp60CgvuaeGIYAbow/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.52qwswotirp7


Medical Assistance Changes coming October 1 & 
January 1

● In Minnesota, Medicaid 
is called Medical 
Assistance.

● The Minnesota 
Department of Human 
Services has created 
helpful tools for partners 
that provide information 
on the changes. 

https://mn.gov/dhs/federalchanges/tools-for-partners/


Starting Jan. 1, 2027, some adults may need to: 

• Work, go to school, volunteer or participate in job training or 
another qualifying activity.

• Report this information when they apply for or renew Medical 
Assistance. 

• Provide proof, if needed, to show how they met the 
requirement. 

• Renew coverage more often, generally every six months. 

What is changing



The biggest risk is not 
whether someone is 
working. It is whether they 
can successfully report it. 

Challenge: Ongoing Reporting



Spend 20 hours each week (or 80 hours each month) 
doing one or a combination of the following work activities:

● Working
● Taking part in a job training or work program
● Volunteering

SNAP work rules

SNAP work rules “time limit” reset Jan 1, 2026

https://dcyf.mn.gov/snap-time-limited-rules


Program Performance
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Minnesota Reported Performance and Targets
WIOA Indicator 2025 MN Outcomes Target for 2026–2027

Measurable Skill Gain (MSG) 40.59% 40.7%

Employment Rate 6 months after exiting ABE 31.91% 32%

Employment Rate 12 months after exiting ABE 32.65% 32.7%

Median Earnings over 3 months (6 months after 
exiting ABE)

$8,939 $8,400

Credential Indicator (diplomas and degrees + 
additional outcomes)

38.28% 32%



Federal 2026 Reports

MDE is working with SiD staff, DEED, and 
MN State to complete our 2026 Federal 
Performance Reports that calculate 
Minnesota Adult Education outcomes 
with the WIOA indicators. The reports 
are due October 1. 

We will share outcomes at the Fall 
Manager Meeting.



 2026 MNABE Report Card 

The MNABE Report Card gives 

Adult Education consortia an 

opportunity to see how their 

student numbers, funding, and 

outcomes compare to other 

consortia across the state.

MNABE Report Card for 2026 was emailed out by 

Neill on August 31.



 MNABE Report Card 2

State Aid Per Participant

Lists each consortium’s 

(grantee’s) state ABE 

aid/funding, rank, number 

of participants and aid per 

participant



 MNABE Report Card 3

Measurable Skill Gains 

(MSG) — ABE Participants

Lists each consortium’s 

number of ABE-level 

participants, rank, and 

number and percent of 

participants with an MSG 

(level gain, diploma, or 

MSG 3/4/5)



MNABE Report Card 4

Measurable Skill Gains (MSG) 

— ESL Participants

Lists each consortium’s 

number of ESL-level 

participants, rank, and 

number and percent of 

participants with an MSG 

(level gain, diploma, or MSG 

3/4/5)



 MNABE Report Card 5

Post-Testing Rates

Lists each consortium’s number of 

participants, percent of 

participants that had a post-test, 

and percent of participants with 

40+ hours that had a post-test 

(excluding those that achieved 

MSG 1d, 2, 3, 4 or 5)



 MNABE Report Card 6

Retention and Persistence — 

ABE Participants

Lists each consortium’s number 

of ABE-level enrollees, percent of 

enrollees with 12+ hours, 40+ 

hours, number of participants, 

average participant hours, and 

percent of participants retained 

to 40+ hours



 MNABE Report Card 7

Retention and Persistence — 

ESL Participants

Lists each consortium’s number 

of ESL-level enrollees, percent 

of enrollees with 12+ hours, 40+ 

hours, number of participants, 

average participant hours, and 

percent of participants retained 

to 40+ hours



Targets and Program Improvement Benchmarks

Program Improvement is a state-required process for 

consortia whose MSGs fall 30% below targets, or whose 

post-testing rates fall below the target 

● 2025–2026 MSG target was 36.8% 

○ Benchmark for Program Improvement was 25.8%

● Post-testing expectation is 60% of all participants

○ Benchmark for Program Improvement is 60% of 

all participants with 40+ hours, excluding those 

with MSG 1d, 2, 3, 4 or 5)



2026–27 Program Improvement Process

No Program Improvement Cohort this year due to the low number and 
varied needs of consortia identified for program improvement.

Consortia that have been identified for program improvement have 
been notified. They will be going through an individualized program 
improvement process that includes:

• program data analysis
• a program improvement plan
• coaching



High School Equivalency 
(HSE)
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High School Equivalency Diplomas earned in 2025–26

2,088 High School Equivalency 
Diplomas in Minnesota
● 2,059 GED passers 
● 29 HiSET passers



How to access testing account after corrections release

The tester will need to:

1. Reach out to the test vendor
a. GED: call 1-877-392-6433
b. HiSET: call 855-694-4738

2. Indicate they were recently released from a correctional facility and would like 
access to their account. They will need to confirm name, DOB, last 4 of SSN, facility 
they were released from

3. Ask the representative to update the mailing address, phone number, and email 
address on the account

4. Log in with the email address now associated with the account and reset the 
password by following the prompts
a. GED: www.ged.com
b. HiSET: www.hiset.org 

http://www.ged.com
http://www.hiset.org


Professional 
Development
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Plan your PD for the upcoming year with these MN Adult Ed resources!

Announcements and 
Future Professional 
Development

Events Calendar

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EFgfg-nS_tqc-CIX93ZYVEEVKMrOW13J_NCm6og2OsE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nw1ywrnpmm15
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EFgfg-nS_tqc-CIX93ZYVEEVKMrOW13J_NCm6og2OsE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nw1ywrnpmm15
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EFgfg-nS_tqc-CIX93ZYVEEVKMrOW13J_NCm6og2OsE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nw1ywrnpmm15
https://atlasabe.org/events/
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Index of all MN 
Adult Education 
online courses in 

Canvas

MN Adult Education Canvas Course Index

https://mnadulted.instructure.com/search/all_courses


Statewide Mentorship Experience

Interested in receiving or 
providing 1:1 mentoring?!

Join an upcoming Cohort — Fall 

and Spring next school year! 

Applications* accepted on 
ongoing basis. 

*New application available now!

Open to instructors, 
administrators, coordinators, 
support staff…any MN ABE 

practitioner! 

Fall 2026 Orientation (virtual): 
Oct. 2, 2026 9am-2pm 
submission deadline: Sept. 16

Spring 2027 Orientation (virtual): 
Feb. 12, 2027, 9am - 2pm
submission deadline: Jan. 25

https://atlasabe.org/applications/


Assessment Trainings

CASAS Training for New Staff – CASAS Implementation Trainings:

➢ September 18, 2026 – 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
➢ November 12, 2026 – 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

TABE Training for New Staff – TABE Implementation Training:

➢ November 12, 2026 – 1:00-4:00 PM

Learn more about these & other assessment training options!

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/heHH3JlJS3O5Hts-luDfNw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r5Dw1Oi2QqCRZhRySGdbWw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8vBwJwIERj-bPrk9orkF-w#/registration
https://atlasabe.org/news/back-to-school-assessment-training-for-new-staff/


Starts Friday, October 30 and runs through early March 

● Meets DL training requirement 
● For teachers, support staff, and administrators; open to 

individuals or program teams
● Cohort content includes current readings & discussion on 

best practices for asynchronous and synchronous online 
learning, instruction, and assessment; Digital equity, digital 
resilience, and digital navigation

● Canvas online course & 4 webinars; 20+ hours over 4 months
● CEUs and $250 stipends available for those who fully 

complete
● Facilitated by Adam Kieffer (St. Paul ABE/Hubbs Center) and 

Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt (Literacy MN)
● Direct questions to Adam Kieffer at:  hubbsadam@gmail.com 

Applications due by October 16!

Best Practices in Digital Learning Cohort

mailto:hubbsadam@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG-E5RVOZdAfDigN2rNRfIbC29MQ_YRYagxVfEndtpFkNLJw/viewform


Math Institute

Friday, October 9

8:30 am–3:30 pm

Theme: Instructional Routines & Strategies that 
Deepen Conceptual Understanding

❖ Keynote speaker and morning workshop: 
Heidi Schuler from TERC, and our CALM 
facilitator

❖ Afternoon concurrent workshops 

Registration is open!

New: Math Institute: Continue the Learning webinar 
on January 14th

https://atlasabe.org/event/math-institute-2026/


ATLAS Monthly Webinars 

More information here!

Monthly ATLAS webinars will be on Wednesdays at 
2:30-4:00 pm
● Sept. webinar: Recredentialing Pathways for 

International Trained Professionals Recording 
● Oct. 21: Tools for Deepening Equity in Your 

Program 
● Nov. 18: Creative Differentiation for Adult 

Learners
● Dec. 16: ABE Transitions to College with Focus on 

MN State Collaborations
● Topics TBD: Jan. 20, Feb. 17, Mar. 17, April 14, 

May 12, June 9

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15f2BRIB5ja9Azuslr_r92fCHoWKW6nJvZkSuT1AJCwU/edit?tab=t.eqqsyztr0hkm
https://youtu.be/rpikFsWmRNY?si=IxO4UQqpl83NEjmm
https://youtu.be/rpikFsWmRNY?si=IxO4UQqpl83NEjmm


Save the Date! FY27 PD Events

Fall Manager Meeting (in-person) - October 7, 2026

Math Institute (virtual) - October 9, 2026

Support Services Conference (virtual) - Nov. 12-13, 2026

MN English Learner Conference (in-person) - Nov. 20-21, 2026

Volunteer Management Conference (virtual) - Dec. 11, 2026

Language & Literacy Institute (in-person) - Jan. 28-29, 2027

Digital Learning Institute (virtual) - Feb. 19 and Feb. 26, 2027

Manager Retreat (in-person) - March 3, 2027

South Regional (Mankato) - April 9, 2027

North Regional (Bemidji) - April 22-23, 2027

Mark your calendar for FY27 PD events!



2026 Fall Manager 
Meeting
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Fall Manager Meeting 

Fall Manager Meeting
Wednesday, October 7
Vadnais Heights Commons
9:00 am–3:00 pm
(Doors open at 8:00 am with continental 
breakfast & networking time)

Travel reimbursement available for those 
traveling more than 100 miles round trip

*Bring a device to access meeting 
materials and collaborative notes

Did you miss the 
registration deadline?  
Contact Neill Allard by 
this Friday at the latest 

to get registered! 

Watch for a logistics email 
the week of Sept. 28!

https://www.vadnaisheightscommons.com/1036/Vadnais-Heights-Commons
mailto:Neill.Allard@state.mn.us


Fall Manager Meeting

THANK YOU to everyone who 
provided input on the Fall Manager 

Meeting via our survey!

We are also grateful to LAN and 
ATLAS for supporting the planning 

and logistics of the meeting!

Meeting topics will include:

● Performance data: Reporting and 
strategies for improvement

● Grants & funding updates
● Enrollment trends & program 

reponses
● Computer-based & remote testing
● Career-focused & specialized classes
● Support Network services
● Providing input on system needs to 

inform future supplemental service 
grants (Support Network services)  



New(ish) Manager Session

Date: Tuesday, October 6

Time: 12:30 – 4:00 pm

Location: Vadnais Heights Commons 

Target audience: New(ish) adult 

education managers, coordinators, 

administrators, and other program 

leaders

Session will include a review of key 
adult ed topics including:

● Overview of adult ed system
● Funding formula
● Financial & accountability 

reporting
● WIOA, transitions, & partnerships

Time for Q&A with state staff



We’re looking forward 
to seeing you!!



Materials
The recording and slides will be 

posted on the Literacy Action 

Network website.

https://literacyactionnetwork.org/resources/
https://literacyactionnetwork.org/resources/


Next WebChat
Wednesday, February 10, 

2027

1–2:30 pm

Registration

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/se8EGYb5S_-YkLiYjrMYeg


Thank You!



Questions?

mde.abe@state.mn.us

Neill Allard (Neill.allard@state.mn.us)

Julie Dincau (Julie.dincau@state.mn.us)

Brad Hasskamp (Brad.hasskamp@state.mn.us)

Astrid Liden (Astrid.liden@state.mn.us)

Hailey Swanson (Hailey.swanson@state.mn.us)

Jodi Versaw (Jodi.versaw@state.mn.us)

mailto:Brad.hasskamp@state.mn.us

