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SYNOPSIS
At a time when United States citizens are being told to fear their Muslim neighbors, where does
the truth lie? In this powerful book, Hudda Ibrahim unpacks the immigration narrative of Somali
Americans and explains why nearly 20 percent have chosen to settle in Minnesota.
From Somalia to Snow gives readers an invaluable insider’s look into the lives and culture of our
Somali neighbors and the important challenges they face.
Designed with a diverse audience in mind, this book is a must-read for students, health-care
professionals, business owners, social service agencies, and anyone who wants to better
understand the Somali people.
Inside From Somalia to Snow, discover:
•

Why thousands of Somali refugees came to live in this cold, snowy area with people of
predominantly European descent
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•

Answers to questions like, are Somali Americans contributing to the economy or draining
resources from the community? Are they assimilating or trying to impose their culture
and religion on American mainstream society?

•

The challenges facing Somali businesses and their growing role in Saint Cloud

•

An introduction to Somali culture, Islamic beliefs, and the roles they play in Somali
people’s lives

•

Somali beliefs and practices regarding health, and some of the issues in their medical care

AUTHOR BIO
Hudda Ibrahim is a faculty member at St. Cloud Technical and Community College, where she
teaches diversity and social justice. Hudda specializes in international peace studies, conflict
resolution, political analysis, and political change. She holds a master’s degree in peace studies
from the University of Notre Dame and a bachelor’s degree in peace and conflict studies and
English literature from the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University in Minnesota.
Hudda is the founder and president of Filsan Consultant LLC. Filsan works with local businesses
and related entities to provide three revenue-generating services: consulting, speaking
engagements, and training for the employer.
In recognition of her leadership, Hudda has received numerous awards. These include the 5
under 40 Award, 2016 Difference Maker, and the 2016 Partners in Education District 742 Award
for the Take Ten project and the Women’s Group project. The Somali American National
Institute has offered her “Community Champion,” an appreciation award for her work in the
community.
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